THE THIRD REPUBLIC

of the French. Resistance could lend it support, but the Americans con-
sidered this operation too extended for their still limited means, and on
November 8th, 1942, landed in Algeria and Morocco. At first there was
some confusion. Admiral Darlan, who happened to be at Algiers and
whom a portion of the armed forces viewed as their only legal com-
mander, was hoisted to power through a compromise which astonished
and offended American public opinion; but the Allies hoped thus to con-
solidate their position in North Africa, at first precarious, and the French
army did line up at their side. Indeed this army played an important
part in the Tunisian campaign. Under Lend-Lease, President Roosevelt
had agreed to re-arm new French divisions (General Be*thouart's mission
to Washington), and thus there took shape in 1943 die French expedi-
tionary corps which, under General Jinn's command, was to play a part
in the Italian campaign.

Meanwhile, the French political situation was laboriously shifting in
Algeria. When Admiral Darlan was assassinated on December 24th, 1942,
in American eyes General Giraud had become the guardian of French
interests in North Africa. But Britain, which had made analogous
commitments to General de Gaulle, would not allow him to be sacri-
ficed. During the Casablanca Conference (January 1943), Roosevelt and
Churchill brought the two generals together and asked them to work
with each other for the liberation of France. Immediately after the victory
in Tunisia there began lengthy and troublesome negotiations. General
Giraud proposed that, when they returned to France, a Treveneuc Law
be put in force, under which power reverted to the departmental general
councils until the National Assembly could be convened. General de
Gaulle and his followers wanted more radical changes. They secured the
formation at Algiers of a Committee of National Liberation (later the
Provisional Government of the French Republic) and the inclusion of
representatives of the Resistance, come from France, in a Consultative
Assembly, which consisted of these as well as a certain number of deputies
and senators who had succeeded in escaping. General Giraud and General
de Gaulle were to be alternately chairman of the committee. In actuality,
this committee was so constituted that from the outset the majority ia it
belonged to General de Gaulle, and thus General Giraud and his friends
were little by little eliminated. The Algiers Government prepared
numerous kws supposedly to be applied upon the Government's return
to France, especially one to purge collaborationists through special new
courts of justice, one on the ineligibility of those members of Parliament
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